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• Regional Water Planning Process for the State 
Established by Senate Bill 1 in 1997.

• 16 Regional Water Planning Groups Prepared Plans in 
2001 and 2006 that address Fifty Year Water Needs.

• Texas Water Development Board used 16 Regional 
Plans to Develop the 2002 and 2007 State Water Plans.

• Regional and State Water Plans Updated Every Five 
Years
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• Consensus-driven 
approach, local and 
regional decision-making

• Open to public
• RWPG Representation:

– Public
– Counties
– Municipalities
– Industries*
– Agriculture
– Environment
– Small business
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– Electric generating 
utilities

– River authorities
– Water districts
– Water utilities 
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• 50-year planning period

• Population and water demand 
projections

• Existing  supply

• Evaluate need for additional 
water

• Recommend strategies



�� � � � � � � 	

• A proposed project must address a need 
in a manner that is consistent with an 
approved Regional Water Plan to be 
considered for:

– TWDB funding
– TCEQ surface water right permit
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• Meets guidelines in TAC Chapter 357

• Meets statutory requirements in TWC, Section 
16.053

• Determined no inter-regional conflicts

• TWDB develops state water plan from 16 
regional water plans
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Texas does not have enough water today to meet 
future demand during times of drought
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• Regions identified 4,500 strategies
• Evaluated strategies based on:

– Water quantity and reliability
– Financial costs
– Impacts to environment and agriculture
– Impacts to water quality
– Other factors such as regulatory 

requirements, time required to implement, etc.
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Total capital costs : $30.7 billion
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• Keep accurate records of water use.  
Report water use as appropriate.

• Participate in local water planning by local 
water utility

• Participate in regional water planning
– Serve as industrial representative on RWPG.
– Provide input to RWPG on brewery industry 

needs.
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• Texas Water Development Board
– http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/rwpg/planning_pa

ge.asp

• San Antonio River Authority
– http://www.sara-tx.org
– Steven J. Raabe, P.E.

• (210) 302-3614
• sraabe@sara-tx.org


