Organic Certification
at the MBAA Meeting
May 1, 2008




What Is Organic?

An agricultural methodology that
promotes environmental sustainability,
| fosters animal well being, and enhances
biodiversity and the preservation of
ecological systems.

‘Certified Organic’ - products
grown and processed according
to uniform standards that are
verified by USDA accredited,
third-party, state, private or non-
profit organizations.




Road to Organic- Regulations

* 1970's:Organic certification agencies began
~.developing. standards.to support organic farming
\ and thwart consumer fraud. "_““""'HE;‘.,:"-

Congress
* 1997: USDA released proposed regulations.

 March 7, 2000: SeFong draft of the proposed
regulations rele(%radigtion GM’O’S and sewage

sludge exclude

 October 21“*200{\%" rmplementatlon and
enforcement” of Na'ugnai,‘t)rgamc ‘Program.




Organic is a production &
process claim

Organic is about how food is
grown and processed

Organic is nota content

claim
It does not represent that a
product is “free” of something
Organic is not a food

safety claim

Organic is not a judgment about
the quality and safety of any
product




Consumers See Organic as a
Choice Among Many Options
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Forces Driving Organic Growth

- Greater availability

- Improved taste and quality
- National organic standards

- Larger companies entering
the market

- More competitive pricing

- Financial investments in
organic companies.




Organic Certification
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The Certification Process




Application = Organic System Plan




Organic Compliance Plan

Record Keeping and Audit Trall
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Documents Typically Reviewed

Organic certificates

Purchase order, receiving log, incoming BOL
Storage of raw material, location and inventory
Production and repacking records--lot numbers
Sanitation and pest control records

Employee training records

All organic procedures and verification
Information

Sales summaries




Labeling of Organic
Products

Generally depends on the percentafje
organically-produced ingredients.

“100 Percent Organic”

“Organic” (>=95%)

“Made with organic...”
(>=70%)
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Organic ingredients on
iIngredient deck



Inspection

-ORGANIC CERTIFICATION
IS based on annual on-site
Inspection and certifying agent
review.

- Each department requesting
Organic Certification is
assessed to confirm compliance
with organic standards.



Resources

e WWW.ams.usda.gov/nop/
National Organic Program; Final Rule.

e WWW.Ota.com
Organic Trade Association

e WWW.gai-inc.com
QAI’s programs, company information and
the latest organic industry news.

» Kathleen Downey, QAI, direct # 541-341-
1251, kathleen@qai-inc.com




